[Prenatal diagnosis of Meckel-Gruber's syndrome by ultrasound (author's transl(].
The article reports on the ultrasonographic diagnosis of a Meckel-Gruber's syndrome in the 17th week of pregnancy. This malformation syndrome is characterized by the triad: encephalocele, polycystic kidneys, and polydactyly. This congenital disease is compared with malformation syndromes which are distinguishable by differential diagnosis, such as Potter's renofacial syndrome. Thorough ultrasonic examination will be able to detect the severe renal changes as well as the neural tube defects associated with Meckel-Gruber's syndrome. Further diagnostic aids for detecting neural tube defects are, in the first place, the alpha-fetoprotein values obtained from the serum of the mother and/or the amniotic fluid, as well as the determination of acetyl cholinesterase.